Wednesday, December 7, 2022

Court upholds city of
Lafayette’s approval of
Terraces of Lafayette
development

After more than two years of
litigation, the city of
Lafayette’s approval of the
Terraces of Lafayette develop-
ment has been upheld by the
State Court of Appeal. On
Wednesday, Nov. 30, the Court
of Appeal upheld the Superior
Court's decision and found
that the city’s 2013 environ-
mental review complied with
the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) and that
the city properly followed the
Housing Accountability Act in
approving the project.

In 2020, the city was sued
by Save Lafayette, a citizens
group, to overturn Lafayette's
approval of the Terraces pro-
ject on environmental and
General Plan and zoning con-
sistency issues. On Nov. 12,
2021, the Contra Costa County
Superior Court upheld the
city’s approval of the Terraces
of Lafayette (case #N20-1413).
Save Lafayette appealed the
Superior Court's decision. In
the Nov. 30 ruling, the court
held that the city had properly

followed the Housing Ac-
countability Act by applying
its general plan and zoning
standards that were in effect
when the application was
deemed complete, and re-
jected all of Save Lafayette’s
CEQA challenges.

The Court of Appeal’s
opinion will become final af-
ter 30 days. “We are pleased
that the Appellate Court has
affirmed that the city com-
plied with the California Envi-
ronmental Quality Act in its
environmental review of the
development project,” said
Lafayette Mayor Teresa Ger-
ringer. Once finalized, the
court’s decision will allow
O’Brien Land Company to
proceed with the development
of 315 for-rent apartments, in-
cluding 63 below-market-rate
units.

For more information, go
to the city’s website at
https://www.love-
lafayette.org/terraces.

-J. Wake
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Development in
downtown core

... continued from Page A2

While several community
members offered suggestions
involving pushing forward
with the BART sites as part of
the city’s Housing Element, the
majority of council members
agreed that the potential of
HCD rejecting the BART sites,
and the greater potential of the
denial resulting in the instiga-
tion of the Builder’s Remedy — a
housing development stream-
lining tool that provides devel-
opers the option to file an ap-
plication for a housing devel-
opment project with at least 20
percent affordable housing that
is not in conformance with a
jurisdiction's zoning or General
Plan so long as the local gov-
ernment does not have a HCD-
certified housing element- was
too great a risk.

“If we include BART, odds
would be HCD would reject it,”
Vice Mayor Carl Anduri said.
“Our chances are extremely
low of getting approval.”

“I'would appeal to the
community; we don’t want to
be here,” Council Member Wei-
Tai Kwok said. “But the sooner
we have a robust conversation
about a Plan B the better.”

Staff presented the council
with two options: Option A:
Downtown-Only (no BART, no
DeSilva South), which involves
more dramatic changes in den-
sity across the planning areas,
ranging from 75 du/acre next to
the highway to 40 and 35
du/acre in the downtown core
and south of Mt. Diablo Boule-
vard. While this does involve
some upzoning along Mt. Dia-
blo Boulevard, staff finds this
effectively mitigates some of
the concerns raised by the
Chamber and members of the
public to safeguard small retail.
One area in which HCD may
challenge this option is regard-
ing Affirmatively Furthering
Fair Housing and the concen-
tration of new below-market
rate units proximate to the

freeway. This option meets the
RHNA and provides for a
buffer.

Option B: Downtown-Only
(no BART, no DeSilva South) -
Less Tiered creates a more uni-
form distribution of density
across downtown planning ar-
eas. In this scenario, density is
de-emphasized along the high-
way to mitigate locating the
highest density housing along
Highway 24. As a result, this
option entails extending in-
creased densities farther south
of Mt. Diablo Boulevard.

Kwok preferred the more
distributed version in Option B,
since it seemed buildings in
Option A would be taller and
more expensive to build.

Anduri preferred Option A,
so it would keep one-story re-
tail in front and higher build-
ings behind: “We want to keep
down the height of the boule-
vard as much as we can.”
Mayor Teresa Gerringer pre-
ferred having development
spread out more than in Option
A, and Council Member Susan
Candell preferred A over B.

Council Member Gina
Dawson agreed, saying, “The
goal of the Downtown Specific
Plan is to create a more walka-
ble downtown. Ilike Option A
because it focuses that growth,
but I should add that I don’t
like either option. We’re be-
tween a rock and a hard place.”

None of the council mem-
bers liked the idea of building
up downtown, and emotions
were high during the 4.5-hour
long discussion, but in the end,
the majority agreed to move
forward with Option A.

“I'm sick at what we’re go-
ing to be doing to our down-
town,” Anduri said. “We need
to start talking to BART and
discussing the EIR, but this is
more palatable than the
Builder’s Remedy.”

“I'm so frustrated,” Candell
said. “Our community is going
to slaughter us on this.”
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for over 35 years.
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DRE # 00875484

KATZMAN

I'M SELLING LAMORINDA!

Moraga resident since 1966.
Sucessfully selling real estate

keith.katzman@compass.com
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@ Canning Court, Moraga
4 Bed | 3 Bath | 2,414+/- Sq. Ft.

Offered at $1,650,000

603 Rheem Boulevard

Offered at $1,300,000

PENDING
Represented Buyer and Seller

21 Birchwood Place, Moraga
4 Bed | 2 Bath | 2,373 +/- Sq. Ft.
Offered at $1,600,000

JUST
LISTED

Moraga
3 Bed
2 Bath
1,419 +/- Sq. Ft.

Your Strategic Partner

When you're preparing your home for market, it makes sense to assess what
improvements can be made so that you're not leaving money on the table at
closing. But what are those improvements? Let's work together well before a sale
so that you can benifit from my expertise as a strategic partner!

As always, | am here to help ... | listen and | care

measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only.
Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All

Lafayette
Public
Meetings

LEFAYETTE
City Council
Regular Meeting
Monday, Dec. 12, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, Dec. 19, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Dec. 14, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Quality Hearing Aids e In Ear Monitors ® Ear Mold Impressions

Dr. Erik M. Breitling,
Au.D., CCC-A, FAAA
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FREE Initial Consultation

Now taking Blue Cross, Blue Shield and Medicare.

3744 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Suite 100, Lafayette
(925) 262-4242 www.LamorindaAudiology.com

LAMOKRIT MT3A
AU T OLOGY

uonosl0id BulesH sueloisn

Swim Plugs ® Comprehensive Diagnostic Adult Hearing Evaluations

In This Shifting Market,
Let our Experience Make
All the Difference For You!

83 Greenfield Drive, Moraga
Pending before property hit market
Representing Buyer

COMPASS
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242 Paseo Bernal, Moraga
Offered at $975,000
Represented Buyer

4107 Happy Valley Road, Lafayette
Offered at $5,600,000

Represented Buyer

WORK WITH US!
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Lisa Brydon & Kristi Ives
925.285.8336
bi@brydonivesteam.com
brydonivesteam.com
DRE 01408025 | 01367466

BRYDON &IVES

FEAL EETATE TEAM
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